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Samerna menade art alla varelser hiirstammar frAn freningen mellan Bicjyve, solgudinnan, och
Jubmel, sverguden. [ sine manuskript Daseriptio Lappeine (eirka 1670) hinvisar samepr

Nicolai Lundius, till solens centrala plats i samernas liv och trosévertygelser | Ume- och Lule-
omrhdet:

Salear betraktas smn moder 8l alle fevande sarelser (Lundins [1905] 1983: 15).

Samisk kosmologi var organisk och egalitie. Alla varelser, inklusive minniskan, &r inte bara

shapade av Biepove och Jubmel, de hirstammar ocksh dircke frin dem, nhgot som gér alla viisen

semi-gudomliga. Livet &r et resultat av bide kvinnliga och manliga element, vilket innebir an

kvinnor &r jEmlika minnen. Solens Dotter, till exempel, §r en mycket framsthende figur inom
samizk kosmologi, en vilvillig ande som beskyvddar samerna. Hon fir samefolkets bista ambassadir

fir solens makeiga kealt” (Gaski 2005 5. 81).
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“Beaivi, Ahcdzan” Nils-Aslak Valkeapdd Aillokhad

The Sami believed that all beings are descended from the unien of Biejvve, goddess of the sun, and
Jubinel, the earth god, In his manuscripe Deseriptio Lappariae (cirea 1670}, Nicolai Lundius, a Sami
priest, refers to the central position of the sun in the lives and beliefs of the Sami in the Ume and
Lule arca:

The S i conaidercd o be a mutber of aff Sedng ercatuees, (Lundins [1905]1983: 15).

Sami cosmology was organic and egalitarian. All ereatures, including man, are not only created by
Biepeve and Jubmel, bur they are also directly descended from them, making all beings semi-
divine, Life is the result of the union of the female and male elements, thus implying that women
are equal to men. The Davghter of the Sun, for instance, i a very prominent figure in Sami cosmol-
ogy, 4 benevalent spirit that protects the Sami. She is “the Sami people’s best ambassador to the
powerful force of the Sun’ (Gaski 2003: 81).
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Solpelare - Aflinosddns

Samefolk amser are alle i natiren, krafterna och Femomenen, har ot iilalize innersia viaen

Minga natur tationer som tll exempel solpelare ansigs dirféir vara heliga hiindelser

fer vilka man visade stbrsta res|

Dt fir Johan som bekeiltar att detea Sr ettt uemibicrkande drag i samisk tro niir han erinrar sig

upplevelsen av selpelare som barn:

o

Sargp ot Savsnar Ravgeror! Vi e allia tesenggons it odbeatis el ol b

e en Deli aymibol, Niir g var buten oo, Niiv jag fiek oy pd solpeleren, 43 fiol
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ot e ol g devaong

chesn. Sirgp svivsene owdnd, aft wide en oolpelure blev oynilg Sver Doresnten, vir det atridngt filyudet

bt winler elfer aleriker, Solpeliaren varen beliy oyribal; wdget ¢ webooren ane tnte kan fieatd

ol fii ol

wor brrediacle vine o reapekt.

AlLr-

er mhnga Ar, anser han inte an hans tre

Aven om Jol ar varit luthersk prist un

fenomen som heliga symboler e profant. Fér honom, kan de bida varldarna samexistera,

Friclfullt, utan ant wreslota varandra,

Vs braskade oina reapekt {5 naturens, Vi cisar reapelet B8 maburen, en sabur som ger one allf of

bebidoer

alt fever, Al winar reapekt (e sartures dyoker gag ockod de s § den ket religtones,

Johan pausar kort. Han ler. Tankara leder honom tillbaka tll tiden di han var student vid
Uppsala universiter. Dir kom Johan i kontake med en annan syn ph varlden, det svensha
mainstreamsambiillets, En virld som inte kunde [Grath samernas svn ph maturen och dess

leer som rena vidskepelser:

shapelser, en viirld som helt enkels avfirdade samernas dverty
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Sun pi"ar - /ir?rluwurufﬁmf

Sami folk believe that all of nature, its forces and phenomena possess a spiritual essence,
Hewce many natural manifestations such as sun pillars were considered sacred events for

which one had to show the utmost respect.

It ie Johan who confirms this characteristic of Sami beliefs when he recalls his encounter

with sun pillars as a child:

Avavaer pilliee wa o aqered apr, Wihen £ e o el amd, L wondd apot e s pifla, F o mat
allimed tie feave e Godan? W aff ardd o werdt retdl e oase csranne sp and il we el ave the
arivt, § el resmender tal, wlens o snes pillecr appeared sver Hie bovizon, of waa abeiotly fordadden
For welbieatle ave for sevvntons, T averr pillaer s a sered adgon: sonetlaing B satoere Hial avse carsirot
wirsderibatrnd aveacd fiw wliicols awse ssed b olow great respect,

Johan, despite having been a Lutheran priest for many years, never found his belief in nararal
plmlmnwlm a5 sacred signs to b prurnn!. To him, both werlds could coexist, I.wal:\eflllly. withowut

mutual exclusion.

W% shane b advoier repect fine mnatnere, Wi o reapect for nature, matuee Haf gives e everything
we anerd tie five, £ BBsenl Bt Besing reapectfud of sature do ol good i the Cleiatéan relipion,

Johan pauses briefly. He smiles. His thoughts take him back in time to when he was a young
student at the University of Uppsala. There Johan came into contact with a different world-
view, that of mainstream Swedish sociery, A world that would not understand tle Sami view
of nature and itz h!i.lls!.. a world that would uimpl\.‘ dizmizs Sami beliefs as mere superstition:

My ﬂf.l’.ar‘wmﬂ at e f-ﬂ'ﬁr}wslr}y.gf’f";ﬂ;wrﬂ: n.vu.l.l':hhld-{'r_.l"ﬂu af me. ..

i'.l!vtu coveld wever prderfamd .f!w_!.in'.r thart § conaideneed e .w.lrjlrfl'.l':-u'-r.u:ﬁm’.ﬂﬁwr;rm”ﬂw}
these beavenly plhenmmenma bad e potential fo barm yos §f yor wbistlee av sercamed at thens.
They ainply el st wnderntiend Hat..



Auwrora Borealis - the Northem lights

The aurora borealis s the best-known hght phenomencen in the skies of Sapmi, The aurora can also be seen m
the southem hemusphere, where it s called the aurora mustrahs, Lmked o actvaty of the sun, on ¢lear mghts i
urful desplays m the sky. The sun, whach 1s our star, provides us wath the light and heat we need
le on Eanth. In addinon, the sun emals charged pamicles - predomamant]ly electrons and protons - mio space
These pamicles are epeeted from explosions on the sun's hot surface and wavel away from the sun in wha s

relerred 1o as the solar wind

thee sodar wind thei stream iowards Earib ipderact wiih h's magnetic field. which
deflects them from their onginal path. Consequently, most of these charged particles will not hit the Earth but go
around 15, However, as the solar wmd e ke Earthe it tramsfers CIETEY I

camn then accelerte some of the charged partcles that are already within s magnetic field towards the mag

Thase ¢

poles, As the particles get clos
they collide
Irom these [ast-moving cha

cules i the atmesphere. Dunng these collisons the mtoms amd molecules absorb
wed particles and then release 1t as vissble hight m a colour of the aurora. The
ml commaon of these colours s green, which i produced by oxygen atoms a1 alsudes of approxmaately 110 o
150 kibometres. The red of the aurora also ¢ en dtonis. Thas red appe
b green, and when we see the red in a sirong gemerated s hig
altinude of approximately 200 kilonsetres. Nitrogen molbecules which have been ionised by the charged particles
release the energy absorbed in these collisions as a blue light. At lower altitodes of anound 8000 110 kilometres,
ke blue from the mitrogen may be visible m auroras caused by a I'||;:;I| level of solar activity

N

% [rom ox
aurora, it will have be

et altitudes. above an

The charged particles accelerted in Earth's magnetic field wall travel down mto the stmosphere to 5 shaped
regeon around the magnetic pole where the aurcoas are g
changng 115 shape and location under the influence of Earth's changing n
of the solar wind, As the northemn are often beneath thas region 15 often
blessed with beautaful auroras. The cha hape ol the auroral oval gives nse 1o dafferent tvpes of aurora. The
solar wind partscles that dive down inlo the mmosphere to the auroml oval produce a cunam:like aurora. Thes
curtain can make waving mobions just like a real cartun in the wind. Depending on the auroral oval's
locatson relaive io the observer, vou may perceive this waving in different ways. If the
b waving can scarcely be seen. The loser it is, the better you ¢ ing motions and the hi
up in the sky you muast look o see them. When vou are direcily benesth the auroral oval, its motions cre
dramatic effects: strong waving. growing and collapsmg strucihares, and at time beams of light that appear to

d, Thas region. the auroral oval, 15 contimwously
eldl and the varving strength

gnetic fi

near the auroral «

rogxl oval is far

akie oul the was

0k xl.'.u;'._-ln fowards vou

Var
the ma;

ons in solar wind and Earth's m ic field mvcan tha
metec field 15 affected by the Earth rotating whale bei
vides @ t:-.'m'l.al explanation as o why the aurora can be seen belteratc
this means that in the evening hours one can ofien see the auroral oval slowly rising sbove the northem honzon,
occasionally giving mse 10 a colourful display later in the evening. As the aurora can be highly unprediciable, i
can xlso be worlbwhile gazing at the Sdapmi skies a1 other times. The aurcra can be a very impressive phenome-
non. but as iis light is generally weak, we can see the aurora only in the darkness of the Mordic night. Between
autamin. when the Sdpmi mights do not ger dark, we must enjoy other sky phenomena and
f the midn

romas are ever changing. Among other thin
wped in the steady solar wind, This pro-
tain times of day than others. For Sapma,

late spring and ear
ng light and colours

the ever-cha
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Dt samizka namnet e norrsken fir Graovwsapead, som betyder “det hiirbara ljuset”. JJ

erkinner att det ir svirare att hiin norrskenen nufictiden ph grund av omfattande lodfsre-

oreningarna frin bilar, flygplan, och sndskotrar, men fSer i tiden nfir han var renskétare kunde

han hira dem

Thomas hir symnerligen intresserad av Johans uttalande, och frigar honom vilket ljud avroran

W, Sen tittar

alstrar, Farst &r Jolhan osl

r ph hur han ska beskriva ludet |:||| brukade |

han ph oss och ansikiet lyser upp

Fland iiter norrokenen grancl, son ett slebteiakt fud!

Den gamla renskétaren och vetenskapsn r, bidn &r

NOEn Ser |

dverens om att ljudet frin norrskenen ir en av de ne s reapekiive

virkdsdskidningar fin =& [Ange inte riktigt b

62

63

The Northern lights - Guowagesd

Standing on top of a snowy hill, a voung girl gazes at a house in the desolate valley. A grey,
wispy mist comes up out of the chis r. The smoke soon terns into a plome of lively, irides-
rds, illuminating everything. These are the Gunssagisf,

the Northern Lights! The girl is frightened. The mischievous Stalli is inside the house

cent green its thar swirl upw

LAY

concocting his evil magic, .|n-:|. the Northern Lights may be some of his potions leaking out
o il The girl kvows

1o dlisnuaeks the liglits, wh may otherwizse come after her and take her up into the sky.

wwuse through the chimn nust be quiet and siill so as not

The voung girl is Ing

“Wiktoria, the Sami artist who has pictorially interpreted the stories
in this |nmL Inga-Wiktoria has reached back into her childhood memaories 1o portray the
Naorthern Lig

Inga Idivuoma, would tell her that the Northern Lights were the smoke that came out of

its. Inga-Wikeoria remembers that when she was a child, her grandmother,

the
house of S, one of the Sami'’s most Feared enemies, and would warn her and the other
children to go inside as soon as the Gursagiaf appeared in the sky.

The Sami respect and fear the Gumsagisf. Those who dare to provoke them will most likely

face consequences for their acts.

Johan recalls his parents” scom when he would not listen to them and whistled disrespectfully

at the lights in the sky. Now, many vears later, he has learnt to respect the ‘living lights” and he

thanks th

n every time they appear in the sky

ok yure fowe lrinsing !

The following old Sami tale collected by the Norwvegiarn

pher Just K

‘R_L}\.ié:-l

ul and irritable

in the 1920s earnestly admonishes one not to play around with the power

lights in the sky

O bt yowssgpoters proveked e Novtbers Liplite so that eventurally tey came dow and took:
aawety o werdf awnd of W yre s wibenr B peaple came Uhey ondy finerd sonre deop of Blood o the

iy M cerlf ware gore, [Q\'i;__'-l.ul. 1920k 67 in Séamas O Cathdin 1998 169)

Besides its destructive power and the need for the Sami to be respectful and behave properly
in its presence, the Northern Lights were also useful to Sami reindeer herders. Jolan was
always grateful when the lights lluminaced the etherwise dark and scary winter nighs

e time, £l b anove three il (30 ki) with sy reindecer over a lale and § v very bappy
Hhat the Nortbern Liglts were there b alrow e Hhe say...



Thee ald




Jag vet nog,
att du vintar en morTgon
en vacker forunderlig framtid

Inte vill jag nega dig det

drimmen ar ju livets
giva

“Vidderna inom mig”

I know

that you are waiting for a dawn
a wondrously beawtiful furure

I don't want w0 deny you that

because dreaming is the gift
of life

“Trekways of the Wind”

Gal mun digddn
ahte vuorddit idida
tippa imailad boah ey da

Inge hlit dan gieldit dus
nichkihan lea eallima

riggodat

“Ruokiu Viimmus™
Nils-Aslak Valkeapaia Adlshal
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